*   Preface   *

closely as possible what was believed to be the histori-
cal truth.

The fifth volume contains an account of the fall of
the Pagan dynasty, an event which took place in and
about the year 1287. It is with that event that the pre-
sent book is concerned. Working on the translation of
the Glass Palace Chronicle made in 1923 by Professors
PeMaung Tin and G. H. Luce of Rangoon University,
I have attempted to recreate a drama which has been
considered the strangest and most memorable in Bur-
mese history. With a few minor exceptions, the char-
acters, the structure and story generally come straight
from the chronicle, while twenty years* experience of
Burma has given me the blood and spirit with which to
animate them.

No modern history of the Pagan dynasty has been
published and doubtless when, after an up-to-date
collation of sources, one is published, its contents will
differ materially from those of the 1829 chronicle. But
if the reader of the following pages is given for truth
what may eventually in part be called legend, he can
console himself with the reflection that generations of
Oriental readers have been content to probe no deeper
and to take the chronicle as a veritable account of what
happened when the great Kublai Khan turned his
attention for a moment to Burma.

MAURICE COLLIS
Maidenhead
September 1936

12